Friar Manrique is taken for a Slaver
had to use his armed following to drive them back. ' We must not
take the law into our own hands/ he said. 'These men will be sent
to the proper authorities for trial. You may rest content that on
conviction they will suffer the penalty of their crimes by death.'
Satisfied with this assurance the crowd desisted. The Headman
then gave orders to take the prisoners to his compound. They
were a pitiable sight, with their bleeding shoulders, faces "black
and blue from the blows of the shoes, covered with spittle, their
hands bound behind them. Yet, some villagers could not resist
pricking them with arrows and striking them as they passed; and
the women and children hung on their heels, plastering them with
dung and mire and sewage. On reaching the compound they were
put into an open stable with two elephants and seven horses, where
they remained under guard, the butt of the crowd, their hands
always bound, their wounds unwashed, and given but one meal in
the twenty-four hours.
Four days of pain and wretchedness passed thus. On the fifth
some well-armed police arrived. These men put iron collars on
them and, unbinding their hands, linked them together by a chain
attached to the collars. It was in this identical way that the Hindu
and Moslem captives, whom Manrique had marched with into
Arakan, were chained.
The police formed two lines and, placing their four prisoners
between, ordered them to start. Their instructions were to take
them to Midnapur, a large town four days7 march to the south-
west, where they would be handed over to the authorities.
As they were leaving the village, one of the policemen, annoyed
because the Portuguese in their weak state were walking too
slowly for his taste, raised his stick with intent to strike them,
uttering at the same time a frightful obscenity. But the officer in
charge reprimanded him severely, 'thereby proving/ writes
Manrique, * that -where many evil men are gathered together, one
good man, or one less evil than the rest, is yet to be found*. This
little episode is in perfect dramatic balance to Manrique's own
intervention on behalf of the exhausted Moslem prisoner during
the Arakan march. In that case he was 'one less evil than, the
rest'.
The officer's kindness did not stop at the prevention of active
cruelty. After a while, moved, it seemed, by seeing them go so
sadly and without hope, he came up and, speaking gently, told
them not to be afraid, that no harm would befall them while
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